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The Settings 


Act 1 Scene 1: A Tidewater Maryland plantation just before the Civil War, 
autumn, 1857. 


Scene 2: Grass swamp area in Maryland a week later. 


Act2 Scene 2: Thomas Garrett's small Quaker house in Wilmington, 
Delaware. 


Scene 2: Oliver Johnson's Anti-Slavery office in New York City a 
week later. 


Scene 3: A railroad train bound for Niagara Falls, Ontario the next 
day. 


There will be a fifteen minute intermission. 
The concession area in the lobby will be open during intermission. 


- Please - 
NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE THEATRE 
TURN OFF ALL BEEPERS, PAGERS & CELLULAR PHONES 
NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR VIDEO MAY BE TAKEN DURING PERFORMANCES. 


MEAN TO BE FREE 


Music served as a valuable tool for the African American 
slave in his quest for freedom from slavery, thus I have incorporated 
many of these spirituals into this play. This was done both for 
dramatic impact and to place them in their historical perspective 
with the desire that we might have a deeper appreciation for the 
beautiful music produced by African Americans under the 
conditions of slavery. 

For Harriet Tubman and the thousands involved in the 
“underground railroad”, music meant far more than an artistic 
expression and a way of life. When talking was prohibited and 
singing was permitted, it meant life. Melodic signals of meeting 
places soared through the fields. Under the guise of song, time of 
meeting, dangers involved and leaders for same were transmitted. 
Permeating the songs was the constant, throbbing yearning for 
freedom. 


“Go Down Moses” was one of the oldest of the pre-Civil 
War songs and was a favorite of many. It certainly was for Harriet 
Tubman. She learned the song as a young child in the fields and it 
became an inspiration during her formative years. This song (more 
than a song really — a cry of a people) convinced her that freedom 
was possible. The name, Moses, was probably given to her 
because of this song as well as her similarity to the Biblical figure. 
As a “conductor” of the underground railroad, she used the song as 
a signal of her presence. Froma hidden post she would sing the 
words softly and every slave in the area would know of her 
presence as they joined in passing the information throughout the 
plantation. She would sing it once to inform them that she was there 
to take anyone north, and would sing it twice when she was ready 
to leave. 


"Go Down Moses" 
“Im Bound For The Promised Land” 
“Steal Away” 


With its plaintive cry 'Steal Away’ is a musical 
testament to the creative capacity of the people whose 
heritage it is. It isn’t difficult to imagine, as history 
shows, that “Steal Away” was one of the most widely 
used “signal” songs employed by the slaves when they 
wanted to hold a secret meeting somewhere off in the 
woods. The creative use of imagery abounds as one 
de-codes the double meaning. The “green trees 
bending” and the “tombstones bursting” certainly 
might refer to a specific meeting-place. Little 
imagination is required to visualize the lightning-struck 
hollow tree or abandoned barn meant by the singer as 
he sang out, “He calls me by the lightning.” Some 
believe that the song may have been written by Nat 
Turner, leader and organizer of one of the most 
famous of the early ninteenth century slave revolts. 


"Amazing Grace" 
"Come And Go With Me" 
““Wadin’ In The Water” 


This song was probably used as a song of 
encouragement and remains a favorite with gospel 
singers. I could not find a published arrangement and 
historical references of the lyrics varied. The arrangement 
we are using is a combined collection of historical 
accounts and as it is still being sung. 


“All God’s Chillun Got Wings (Heab’m)” 
“Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?” 


The fields of exhausted workers became hushed; and, 
to an overseer, silent slaves meant discontentment. He 
was afraid that the slaves might be plotting a rebellion 
or an escape; so he would order them to “make a 
noise” or “sing up”. Songs about enslaved men who 
found freedom of another time would ring forth. 


“Swing Low Sweet Chariot” 


‘Swing Low' seems to have originated during the 
“underground railroad”. All of the verses refer to this 
activity. Chariot was the railroad—band of angels was 
the group they joined—Hev’nly bound meant 
freedom, etc. 


“Git on Board (De Gospel Train)” 
“Oh, Freedom” 


As is the case for many African American spirituals, 
knowing the exact time of their creation is impossible. 
“Oh, Freedom” most likely grew out of the slaves’ 
reaction to the news of freedom after the Emancipation 
Proclamation. It continued as a favorite to African 
Americans of the South and thirty years after the war it 
was found as a “cradle song”. This song was revived 
during the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s. Martin 
Luther King, along with thousands, marched throught 
the streets of Atlanta, Georgia singing this old spiritual 
which had become their battle cry. 


Chorus: 


“Oh, Freedom” 


Oh, Freedom, Oh, Freedom, 
Oh, Freedom over me. 


And before I’ ll be a slave, 
I’ll be buried in my grave, 
And go home to my Lord and be Free. 


. No more moaning, no more moaning, 


No more moaning over me. 
And before Pll be a slave, 
I’ll be buried in my grave, 


And go home to my Lord and be Free. 
. No more weeping, no more weeping, 


No more weeping over me. 
And before I’Il be a slave, 
Pll be buried in my grave, 


And go home to my Lord and be Free. 
. There’ll be singing, there’ ll be singing, 


There’ ll be singing over me. 
And before I’ll be a slave, 
I’ll be buried in my grave, 


And go home to my Lord and be Free. 
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